Kutztown Area School District Curriculum (Unit Map)
Grade 12 English Language Arts
Written by Josh Chambers
Course Description: Students enrolled in this course will read a variety of literature,
including a survey of world literature, and trace the development of the hero in the
English‐speaking culture. In language, a practical approach to vocabulary is coupled with
an emphasis on writing well organized essays using a process writing approach. A full
length research paper is also required.
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Unit #/Title

1/Beowulf

Time Frame

2 Weeks

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain specific
vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.

Big Ideas

Essential Questions

●

●
●
●

●
●
●

Reading expands understanding of the world, people,
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.

●
●

What is the relationship between place and literature?
How do changes in language shape and reflect society?
What is the relationship of the writer and the reader to
tradition?
What critical role did religion play in forming society?
How can myths and traditions be passed from one
generation to the next?

Content

Skills

●

●
●
●

Specific relevant historical facts germane to the Dark
ages

●
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Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
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●
●
●
●

Unit #/Title

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Identify and discuss the conventions of the epic hero,
the themes of comitatus, allegiance and the blending of
ancient paganism and modern Christianity, warrior code
Make connections between the historical context and
the literature
Organize ideas and compose an essay detailing how
Beowulf stands as an epic hero; a second on a modern
equivalent

2/The Canterbury Tales

Time Frame

2 Weeks

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.
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Big Ideas

Essential Questions

●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Reading expands understanding of the world, people,
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.
Human nature changes very little over time.
Living languages change according to custom, usage,
and the influence of a variety of factors.

●
●

How does the development of the English language
reflect a culture?
What critical role did religion play in forming society?
How do stereotypes and archetypes inform our
understanding of humanity?

Content

Skills

●

●
●
●

Significance and social contributions of varying
classes/trades/vocations during the middle ages.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Recall specific relevant historical facts germane to the
middle ages
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature
Organize ideas and compose short presentation and
video introducing their peers to the primary pilgrims
traveling to Canterbury
Identify, interpret and analyze conventions and major
themes of specific M.E. subgenres (Beast Fable, Sermon
with Exemplum, Loathly Lady Tale)
Create and perform modern adaptations of the tales.
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Unit #/Title

3/A Christmas Carol

Time Frame

1 Week

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.

Big Ideas
●

●
●
●
●

Reading expands understanding of the world, people, ●
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by ●
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
●
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.

Content
●

Essential Questions

Skills

Specific relevant historical facts germane to the
●
industrial revolution and 1820’s40’s societal concerns ●
of London.
●
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How are people transformed through relationships with
others?
How can literature serve as a social corrective?
How does literature reflect the cultural challenges of the
time period in which it is set?

Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
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●
●
●
●
●
●

Unit #/Title

Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Identify, interpret and analyze conventions and major
themes of Dickens’s works including use of allegory,
metaphor and form.
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature.
Analyze and critique a filmic adaptation.
Organize ideas and compose an essay detailing Dickens’
use of children.

4/Hamlet

Time Frame

3 Weeks

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.3.11–12.G Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play
or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by
Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.
CC.1.5.11–12.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence.
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Big Ideas
●

●
●
●
●

Essential Questions

Reading expands understanding of the world, people,
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.

Content
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

Skills

Vocabulary in context or researching and
understanding the vocabulary of Elizabethan English.
Specific relevant historical facts germane to
Shakespeare’s life and writings.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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When is thought preferable to action?
When is action preferable to thought?
What is the function of art?
Can fiction tell the “truth”? Why or why not?
How does conflict (external or internal) impact
relationships?

Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Interpret and respond to diverse works from various
cultures and time periods.
Analyze, critique and transfer central themes and
concepts from literature to another medium (i.e. film)
Analyze conventions and major themes of Shakespeare’s
writing including use of allegory, metaphor, and form.
Organize ideas and compose an essay detailing
Shakespeare’s treatment of women, Hamlet’s vacillation
and/or cause and effect in the dramatic arc.
Adapt and prepare a specific scene of their choice for
live performance or video.
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Unit #/Title

5/1984

Time Frame

2 Weeks

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.

Big Ideas
●

●
●
●
●

Essential Questions

Reading expands understanding of the world, people,
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.

●
●

●
●
●
●

Content
●

Skills

Specific relevant historical facts germane to the “age
of anxiety” (postVictorian England and WW I).
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Do individuals have the power to change the society in
which they live?
How does a single group of people gain such total power
in society? What are the methods that people use to
gain control over other people? Why do people submit to
this power?
Personal v. Principled Rebellion: What are the reasons
why people might not submit to that power? Is rebellion
worth it?
How much of our identity should be kept private and
how much should be made public? What happens to our
identity when people in power take our privacy away?
How does being shut off and disconnected from the rest
of the world limit our abilities to understand ourselves
and gain power over ourselves?
How much of knowledge is based on social constructs
versus experience?

●
●
●

Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text

Return to Table of Contents

Last Updated June 2016

●
●
●
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●
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Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Identify, interpret and analyze conventions and major
themes of Orwell’s works including use of language.
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature.
Analyze and critique a filmic adaptation.

6/The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy Time Frame

12 Weeks

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.
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Big Ideas
●

●
●
●
●

Essential Questions

Reading expands understanding of the world, people, ●
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
●
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
understanding.
●
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.

Content

Skills
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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How does satire serve as social corrective?
What is the purpose of the various postmodern narrative
“tricks” in the text (i.e. digressions, deliberate denial of
suspense, meaningless footnotes, etc.)?
How does having multiple narrators add to the overall
impact of the text?

Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Identify, interpret and analyze conventions and major
themes of Adams’s works including use of allegory,
metaphor, irony, dark comedy and form.
Determine the reasons and impacts of satire.
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature.
Analyze and critique a filmic adaptation.
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Unit #/Title

7/Into the Wild

Time Frame

12 Weeks

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.

Big Ideas
●

●
●
●
●

Essential Questions

Reading expands understanding of the world, people,
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.

Content
●

●
●
●

What is the American Dream and what is the American
Nightmare? Are they mutually exclusive?
What is consciousness?
In what ways do people change as a result of taking
risks?
How is reading a work of nonfiction different from
reading a work of fiction?

Skills

Specific relevant historical/autobiographical facts
germane to modernity (post 1960’snow)
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●

●
●
●

Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Unit #/Title

Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Identify, interpret and analyze conventions and major
themes of Krakauer’s works including angst,
bildungsroman, person v. society, person v. nature.
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature.
Analyze, critique and transfer central themes and
concepts from literature to another medium (i.e. film)
Identify, interpret and analyze conventions and major
themes of journalistic/nonfiction writing including use of
interview, anecdotal stories and mapping.
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature.
Organize ideas and compose an essay defending their
position on McCandless’s tragic odyssey as either a fool’s
errand or an existential journey.

8/Cat’s Cradle/Apocalyptic Lit

Time Frame

23 Weeks

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.
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Big Ideas
●

●
●
●
●

Essential Questions

Reading expands understanding of the world, people, ●
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
●
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
●
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.

How does satire serve as social corrective?
What is the effect of actual historical events/locations/
figures having been folded into a wholly fictional text?
How does apocalyptic literature/film accurately embody a
modern ethos?

Content

Skills

●

●
●
●

Specific relevant historical facts germane to the post
WWII environment and postmodernism.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Identify and analyze conventions of satire and common
themes of apocalyptic lit
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature.
Organize ideas and compose an essay detailing
Vonnegut’s targets of satire.
Compare, connect and critique the shared themes
between Cat’s Cradle and Dr. Strangelove.
Organize ideas and compose an essay comparing and
contrasting Cat’s Cradle and Dr. Strangelove.
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Unit #/Title

9/The Odd Couple

Time Frame

1 Week

Standards
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific
individuals over the course of the text.
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.
CC.1.3.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more themes or central ideas of a text,
including the development and interaction of the themes; provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.11–12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama.
CC.1.3.11–12.G Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play
or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by
Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately.
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language, domain
specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are
writing.
CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a gradeappropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
applying gradelevel reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.
CC.1.5.11–12.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence.

Big Ideas
●

●
●
●
●

Essential Questions

Reading expands understanding of the world, people, ●
and oneself; readers use strategies to construct
meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by
reflecting upon the text; visual materials enhance
understanding.
Writers express emotion through a variety of
techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and
increases understanding.
Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps
one understand the content and broaden one’s
appreciation and understanding of the text.
Writers use literature to examine the choices that
people make and the accompanying consequences.
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Why is comedy inherently more difficult to craft than
tragedy?
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Content

Skills

●

●
●
●

Specific relevant historical facts germane to the post
WWII environment and the rise of the middle class.

●
●
●
●
●
●
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Read closely for textual details
Annotate texts to support comprehension and analysis
Engage in productive evidencebased discussions about
text
Collect and organize evidence from texts to support
analysis in writing
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis
Identify and analyze conventions of satire.
Make connections between the historical context and the
literature.
Organize ideas and compose a short response detailing
how Simon effectively captured a generation.
Identify, interpret and analyze conventions and major
themes of Simon’s writing including use of form, satire
and hyperbole.
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