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THE ABC’s of KINDERGARTEN 
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A
Attendance 

- A successful school experience is the responsibility of the child, the parents, and the school. 
- Your child's progress, both academically and socially, is influenced to a great extent by daily 

participation. 
- Regular attendance without tardiness is critical. 

Absences 
- Students need to be in school as much as possible. 
- We are building language, working on auditory development, and using hands-on materials to enhance 

our learning.  
- These activities cannot be duplicated for students who are missing.  
- Excessive absences hinder a child’s progress.  
- If your child is going to be absent, you must call the office at 610.683.3557 by 9:00 A.M and return 

an excuse blank within 3 days of the absence.  
- Please try to plan family trips during our scheduled breaks. 

Arrival 
- Kindergartners should arrive at school no earlier than 8:30 A.M.  
- The bell rings to signal the start of our day at 9:00 A.M.  

Art Smock 
- For the first Art Class, your child will need to supply an art smock labeled with their name. 
- This will be kept in the art room all year and returned at the end of the year. 

Allergies 
- If your child has any allergies, please make sure that we are aware of them. We especially need to 

know about food allergies and insect bite reactions. 
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B
Birthdays 

- Birthdays are very important to children and we will celebrate your child’s birthday with a treat if 
you would like to provide one for snack!  

- If your child has a summer birthday, they may pick another day to celebrate their birthday, so as 
not to miss out on this fun school experience. 

- School policy and simple respectful manners does not permit party invitations to be brought to school 
and shared unless everyone in the class is invited. 



Book Orders 
- We will send home Scholastic book orders each month for you and your child to view. 
- If you want to place an order, please make checks payable to Scholastic or order on-line through our 

classroom website. 
- It may take up to two weeks for orders to arrive. 

Backpacks 
- Backpacks help your child carry folders, notes, projects, and books to and from school.  
- Your child will be expected to empty their backpacks each morning.  
- Please make sure the backpack is big enough to hold at least a regular size folder. 

!

!

C
Communication 

- Communication is the key to all success and is essential when it comes to your child’s education. 
- I pride myself in keeping open communication and want to help in all ways that I can, should there be 

a simple question or a problematic concern. 
- Without knowing concerns, it is impossible to meet expectations of everyone involved, so open 

communication is a must, however, keeping in mind the severity of concerns can surely eliminated 
unneeded meetings.   

- Please reflect on concerns, if it is on-going, it should be discussed, however, teaching different ways 
for your child to handle situations is also beneficial to all involved as this allows them to become self-
advocates as well as learn proper social interactions between peers and adults. 

- Monthly Check-In’s are done approximately each month to discuss your child’s progress and/or 
concerns so that everyone is aware of the social, emotional, academic, and physical progress of your 
child throughout the year. 

-  Remind 101 is also utilized to send reminders either via email or text depending on each individual’s 
    preference.  

Clothing 
- Please dress your child in comfortable clothing that is appropriate for Kindergarten and the weather. 
-  During winter months, we do go outside unless the wind chill is below twenty degrees, so be sure to 
    dress your child accordingly for them to take part in recess. 
-  Also keep in mind that we are VERY active in kindergarten, so comfortable and appropriate clothing will 
    support their learning. 
-  Keeping an extra set of clothing in your child’s backpack is also suggested for any type of emergency 

as they will feel more comfortable in their clothes rather than borrowed clothes. 
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D
Dismissal 

- Dismissal begins at 3:30 with Car Riders, 3:35 for Parent Pick-Up, and 3:40 for Walkers.    

- If there will be a change in your child’s transportation for dismissal, it is extremely important to call 
the office by 3:00pm. 

- If sending a note, it is always best to follow up with an e-mail or a phone call as well to verify the 
receipt. 

- Car Port is located on the right side of the building where children will be escorted to vehicles as the 
assembly line continues to avoid congestion. 

- Parent Pick-Up is located on the far right side of the building under the canopy labeled “Walkers” 
“Parent Pick-Up.”  Parent Pick-Up children are required to be signed out and it is suggested that 
kindergarten children travel home this way rather than be independent walkers.    

Directory 
- If participating, your child will receive a classroom directory of the provided information of phone 

number, address, e-mail, etc. for use in setting up play-dates or other activities. 
- This directory is NOT to be used to discuss school matters and should you have a concern, please be 

respectful and discuss the situation with the teacher(s). 

Counselor 
- Mrs. Smith is our counselor and visits our classroom during the year for classroom lessons, however is 

always available if needed. 
- Her lessons focus on academic, personal and social skills, such as listening, following directions, 

cooperation, friendship, bullying, trustworthiness and so much more!  
- She works with students in small groups and is available to work with students individually as well and 

is available to support your child whenever needed, just ask! 
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E
E-mail 

- My e-mail is spatton@kasd.org 
- I am able to check e-mail throughout the day, however it is not consistent.   
- This is the best way to contact me, and the quickest way to receive a response. 
- Please allow twenty-four hours for a response. 

Early Dismissal 
- Dismissal begins at 11:45am on these days and should your child’s transportation change on these days, 

please be sure to send a note each early dismissal as a reminder. 
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F
Field Trips 

- Throughout the year, we will schedule field trips to enhance our curriculum that are either walking or 
distance. 

-  If chaperones (adults, only) are needed, a request will be sent home in advance and all necessary 
paperwork will need to be completed prior to chaperoning (Clearances and TB). 

-  Because of field trips being an enhancement to our curriculum, we request that siblings not attend and 
   should you attend you are requested to use the same transportation method as the class and remain 

for the full duration of the field trip. 

Folders 
- Notes, forms, important information, homework, and completed work from the school or from class will 

come home in these folders. 
- Begin to instill independency and responsibility by making this your child’s job to hand the folder to you 

for your review. 
  
Fire Drills 

- Fire drills are held on a monthly basis throughout the year.  
- All students will participate and are expected to walk quickly and quietly to our designated exit. 
- We will practice and become familiar with procedures before our first scheduled drill to diminish anxiety. 

  
Fundraisers 

- Our school participates in several fundraisers throughout the year to raise money for various activities 
for our school. These are sponsored and organized by our Parents Club. 

mailto:spatton@kasd.org
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G
Goals for a Happy Classroom Life 

- We will work hard to show connections in everything that we do to “real life” as this is important for 
children to see the correlation and how their actions can affect others.   

- Understanding that their actions cause reactions and can have consequences is essential. 
- Children will begin to self-monitor their own behaviors and realize that the only person that is truly 

important to them in their learning is THEMSELVES. 

Giving Garden 
 - We are fortunate to have a school garden that the children have many opportunities to utilize 
   throughout the year connecting the many areas of our curriculum.   

H
Hands-on Learning 

- The best way to help chi ldren learn is to make activ it ies fun and that’s al l we are 
about in kindergarten.  

- Important concepts can and are learned by doing meaningful hands-on activ it ies .  
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I
Internet Usage 

- Kindergartners wi l l have many opportunit ies to use the Internet in the classroom and 
in the computer lab. 

Independence 
- Independence is a goal for al l of the chi ldren because it bui lds self-esteem and self-

confidence. 
- Kindergarteners are very capable of doing many things on their own and I encourage 

independence in al l that they complete in the classroom.  

Il lness 
- There are times that your chi ld may show signs of being i l l prior to coming to schoo l , 

p lease use your best judgment when deciding on their attendance for the day.  As we 
hope that your chi ld wi l l be able to come join us for the day, we al l know that no one 
is productive if they are not feel ing wel l and are preoccupied by an unsettl ing feel ing. 

- Should your chi ld become i l l in schoo l , our schoo l nurse, Mrs. Schmeck wi l l contact you to 
pick up your chi ld, so please be sure that al l contact information is accurate, up to 
date and that the emergency indiv idual CAN be reached and avai lable for emergencies . 

- Should your chi ld need to go home because of not feel ing wel l , p lease be sure to arrive 
in a timely manner as your chi ld wi l l be more relaxed and comfortable at home with a 
fami ly member rather than laying on a cot. 
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J
Joyful Learning 

- Chi ldren learn best when they are feel ing loved and encouraged to try new things in a 
stress free supportive environment. 

- Our classroom bui lds a feel ing of mutual respect, being risk-takers, and supporting 
each other even when we make mistakes (which we al l make, even me!) . 

- Happy faces are so important! 
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K
Kindness 

- Students in our classrooms are encouraged and expected to treat al l friends of our 
class, as wel l as others in society, with kindness and respect.  

- Bothering others, bul ly ing, and interrupting learning wi l l not be permitted as we are 
al l here to be the best learners and friends we can be for each other.  

- It is never OK to be hurtful .  
- It is never OK to be disruptive . 
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L
Labeling 

- Please label al l personal items that your chi ld brings to schoo l , especia l ly his or her 
lunch box, backpack, outerwear or other personal belongings. 

Lunch 
- Students wi l l be able to make their lunch choice each morning with either A, B, C or 

Packing as a choice .  
-  Please place al l money in an envelope clearly labeled with your chi ld ’s name 
 as wel l as “Lunch Money” At this time, lunch is $2.40. 
- Checks can be made out to “Kutztown Food Services .” 
- You have the option to set up an onl ine account to el iminate the need to have your 

chi ld handle cash by going to the district website and finding the information under 
“Food Service” or at https ://www.parentonl ine .net/Publ ic/Login.aspx? and using your 
chi ld ’s ID number to begin the process . 

- The weekly menu is posted on our schoo l website and reviewing the lunch choices the 
night before to discuss the choice wi l l be helpful and poss ib ly el iminate anxiety. 

https://www.parentonline.net/Public/Login.aspx?
https://www.parentonline.net/Public/Login.aspx?
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M
Meetings  

- Please respect that teachers are not available before or after school unless you have a scheduled 
appointment as our schedules are full with staff meetings, trainings, or other school committees/
obligations.  

- Should you like to schedule an appointment, please let me know the reason for the meeting so that 
preparation of documents, if needed, can be obtained.  

- You can contact Mrs. Miller in the office or contact me to set up a scheduled meeting. 
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Newsletters 

- Our class newsletter is sent home and uploaded on our personal classroom website each Friday. 
- Our newsletter will contain information about our literacy, math, and social/science units, classroom 

activities, announcements, and upcoming school events.  
- Our newsletter is electronically sent out to families unless otherwise stated on your questionnaire form 

at the Meet & Greets over the summer.  
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O
Office Staff 

- Mrs. Miller is our secretary and Mrs. Somer is our clerical assistant/lunch aide. 
- Both are available in the office for your assistance, so please feel free to ask them any questions. 
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P
Parties 
   - We will have two school-wide parties throughout the year, Halloween, and Valentine’s Day. 
   - Information about these will be given in advance for donations and other specifications 
      as well as other classroom specific parties.   

Parent Involvement 
- I love Parent Involvement and would love you to be involved in your child’s Kindergarten year as much 

as you can. 
- Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you value 
   school! We are always happy to have your help for special activities in the classroom.  
- To become more involved, please refer to the “Volunteers” section below. 

Parents Club  
- All parents are encouraged to join the school’s Parents Club, KESPC, as this is a great way to meet 

other Kindergarten parents as well as get involved in all the great things they support in our school 
community! 

P/T Conferences 
- Our Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled once in November for al l chi ldren and 

again in February per parent or teacher request. 
- At these conferences, we wi l l discuss your chi ld ’s accompl ishments, strengths, areas of 

concern and overal l progress.  

Progress Reports 
- At the conclus ion of each Quarter your chi ld wi l l bring home a Progress Report to show 

the academics achieved throughout the quarter.   
- Be sure to review this information and support your chi ld in the area(s) that show to 

need more assistance in mastering. 

Prize Box 
- The children will have many opportunities to choose a prize from the prize box for our punch cards 

during literacy time and our journals. 
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Q
Questions 

- Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me either 
through e-mai l , note, or phone. 

- I am here to support you and your chi ld in their education and consider your chi ld ’s 
education just as important as my personal chi ldren’s education. 

- With co l laboration I bel ieve we wi l l have a productive and pos it ive year. 
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R
Report Cards 

- At the conclus ion of al l Quarters, Progress Reports also known as Report Cards wi l l be 
sent home to show your chi ld ’s academic achievement. Our hope is to be in continual 
conversations with you regarding your chi ld ’s learning. 

Restrooms 
- Chi ldren are al lowed to use our classroom restrooms as needed, although not 

encouraged during instructional time. 
- Accidents do happen, and it is encouraged that the chi ldren not wait unti l it is too 

late.  
- We wi l l have designated reminder times that the chi ldren wi l l be reminded to use the 

restroom, such as at arrival, prior to lunch, after lunch, before recess, before 
specia l , and before dismissal . 
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S
Schedule 

- Our daily schedule remains consistent, however there are times when our school holds assemblies and 
other functions that impact our schedule. 

- Please be sure to check our newsletter or website for upcoming events or schedule changes. 

Snack 
- Each day your child will have the chance to have a snack as our day can become long and this will 

supply them with energy and nutrition.  
- Please be sure to pack your child a snack on a daily basis and keep it separate from their lunch if 

packing as this can become confusing. 



- It is also suggested that nutritious items such as apples, grapes, carrots, crackers, etc. are packed 
rather than fruit snacks or other unhealthy snacks as we want our brains and body’s to work their 
best! 

- We will also have snack on Early Dismissal days, so please pack accordingly on those days as well! 

Specials 
- Our school runs on a five-day cycle labeled 1-5 and each day your child will have a different special. 
- Be sure to check the website or newsletter for the day’s special so that appropriate attire or items 

can be brought in depending on the special. 

Sweet Spots 
- When your child is “caught” doing something Cougar “Paw”sitive they will have a chance to get a sweet 

spot. (Chapstick that “smells good.”) 
- This sweet spot is placed ONLY on the top of their wrist and given only by a teacher (no germs 

allowed). 

Safety 
- Your chi ld ’s safety is top priority and is always first and foremost thought of when 

working with each of the chi ldren. 
- Please be sure any change in information is immediately given to the office so it can be 

updated and emergency contacts can be reached if needed. 
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T

Tardies 
- Chi ldren late to schoo l (after 9:05 A.M.) are considered tardy and the schoo l keeps a 

record of these tardies where they wi l l be documented on your chi ld ’s report card 
- Excess ive tardies is disruptive to the class as wel l as your chi ld ’s learning.  

Towel 
- Have your child bring a beach towel or small blanket to be kept in school for the week as we will use 

these for quiet time or when we might go outside for a nice relaxing read aloud/activity. 
- Their towel will be sent home on a biweekly basis to be washed and then returned. 

Toys 
- Please keep al l toys at home as they are a distraction in many ways to our learning. 
- Also, try to l imit jewelry as it might break, or be misp laced. 
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U
Unique 

- Each chi ld in our class is unique and wonderful in simi lar and different ways.  
- In kindergarten, we learn about how we are unique and specia l , whi le we celebrate our 

differences and simi larit ies .  
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V
Vis itors 

- We love vis itors in our classroom as I have an “Open Door” phi losophy, however, please 
al low advanced notice, as there is always the poss ib i l ity of a schedule change. 

- Al l v is itors are required to sign-in at the office and wear a vis itor’s badge. 
- Please keep in mind vis itors are considered “Observers” that vis it our classroom for a 

short time.  Please view “VOLUNTEER” should you l ike to assist in the classroom. 

Volunteers 
- Volunteering in the classroom is encouraged and welcomed as the chi ldren love to have 

their loved ones in to help them learn and see their classroom!  
- Should you be interested in vo lunteering, please contact the office for the appropriate 

paperwork that is needed to be completed and on fi le for administrative purposes. 
(Chi ld Abuse and State Pol ice Criminal History Check) 

- This is a great way to become active ly invo lved and learn about your chi ld ’s schoo l day 
whi le ass ist ing. 

- A monthly vo lunteer sheet is sent home in advance with different options to select from 
according to need. 

- As we try to accommodate everyone, please keep in mind that your volunteer sheet is 
s imply an avai labi l ity sheet and a CONFIRMATION sheet wi l l be sent home with your 
final ized selected date(s) and time(s) based on your avai labi l ity sheet. 
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W
Web Site 

- Our schoo l has a website which can be accessed at http://www.kasd.org and is full of useful 
information about our district and schools such as lunch menus, staff, and calendars. 

- Our class website can be accessed at http://www.wix.com/spatton286/mrspattonskindergarten and this 
is our personal classroom site that has many classroom resources for our personal class.  

- My contact page does require a password which is our classroom number “200.” 

http://www.kasd.org
http://www.wix.com/spatton286/mrspattonskindergarten
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X
X-tra Special and X-citing 

- Kindergarten is such an X-cit ing, magical year as for many it is their first time away 
from home, but for al l , it is their first publ ic schoo l experience!  

- Each chi ld is X-tra specia l and I bel ieve it is my duty to provide a stress free, 
hands-on, developmental ly appropriate environment in which your chi ld wi l l love coming to 
each and every day.   

- As I have said in years past, if this is their first X-perience with schoo l and they 
are put off by it, I am so sorry for you and the rest of the twelve years you have 
left! So in other words, I wi l l work hard to have them enjoy each day but learn, 
become independent, supportive, productive, responsib le chi ldren in the process, and 
should they not enjoy schoo l or it shows not to be a fun place, please, PLEASE, let me 
know.  (I feel this is where I am making a mistake, not your chi ld. ) 

- Thank you for sharing your chi ld with me! 
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Y
 You! 

- Please remember that YOU are your chi ld 's first and most important teacher and no 
one can influence your chi ld 's l ife in the way that you can! 

Yearbook 
   -   Your child will have the opportunity to purchase a yearbook toward the end of the year as a keepsake.

Zzzz’s 
- Rest is important, just as wel l as a good breakfast! 
- Your chi ld should get plenty of rest each night as Kindergarten chi ldren require 

10-12 hours of sleep.  
- Set a bedtime and be consistent as setting and keeping a bedtime is a wonderful gift 

you can give to your chi ld. (Oh, and don’t forget to READ A BOOK BEFORE BED!)  

Zoom 
- Sit back and watch your chi ld 's ski l ls take off because you (and I always am each 

year) wi l l be amazed and surprised at the incredible growth and changes this year 
brings. 


